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To: Hy Cooper Relatives 

Dr> Homer c . Cooper, U5 Pendleton Drive, Athens, Georgia 30601 

„ .nrp-stora Janes Cooper (1780-1845) & Nancy Agnes Wooddell 
Ret Q785-1861) , married in 1805, of Augusta County, Virginia, and 
Pocahontas County, West Virginia. 


This paper will be concerned with James Cooper and his wife, Nancy Agnes 
Wooddoll, two of our ancestors of the sixth generation, Ky hope is that dis¬ 
tributing this sketch will encourage you to send me additional material concern¬ 
ing* these two ancestors. Please make suggestions concerning corrections and ad¬ 
ditions, for I plan to revise this paper for inclusion in a brief history of our 
Cooper, Wooddell, Whitman, and McKemy ancestors, which will be distributed among 
you when completed. 

As was the case with an earlier paper concerning Joseph 'Wooddell, a major 
source of information for this paper has been the V/ocddell family papers, now in 
the possession of Mr, Forrest Wooddell of Green Bank, Pocahontas County, West 
Virginia, I am grateful to Mr, V/ocddell for permission to copy and U3e this ma¬ 
terial, J am also deeply indebted to Hr, Rockford N. Haraed, a native of Green 
Bank who now lives in Alexandria, Virginia, for introducing ms to Mr. Wooddell 
t.-i for sharing his extensive knowledge of the history and family relationships 
of Pocahontas County. Other valuable sources have been letters and conversations 
with renters of the family, Chalkley's abstracts. Price’s history, end the court¬ 
house records at Marlinton, Staunton, and Lexington. 

James Cooper (1780-1845) was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia on Jan- 
uar? 16, 1780, the youngest of the four children of James Cooper ( -1731) & 

”■ Jamas' father died when James was les3 than two year9 old and he 

reared in the Kosov Creek section of Augusta County, according to Price. 

*,.gh Chalkley abstracts adoption papers for his two brothers, I found none for 
a "“ -^“herefere most probable that James was reared by his mother, Jean 
‘ c ^ ez y homestead near Mossy Creek, However, I have no direct 
«vi-er.ee to support this guess. 

r??* 8 rf **ttoll (1785-1845) was bom in Augusta County, Virginia on 
• U, 1785, the Jecond child of Joseph Wooddell (1752-1834) f-nd Elisabeth 
».v: \7- 1 know nothing about her childhood, however, James 

ini Tj? at the Mosa y Crook Presbyterian Church, which was founded 

..7 u,- b ?V l thc ! ’ cKc: V and Wooddell families were prominent. There 
i>... • fiViJnnce that James and Nancy's mothers cay have been sisters, 

- *'« conclusive evidence about this possibility. 


8 t*t« r -nt of Price, which will bo quoted later, James and 
•'*' -r W " cn movod to Croon Bank soon after 1SCO. I do not 

.c i/.,,, . , , ’ JaflieD McKemy, his undo, or the Wooddell family 

■~*7 h*,, .' ' ' 9 7 U Joseph Wooddoll wore granted land Jointly, 

“"Ik,, t '; r * * oln Kl" party, with Jumon Cooper in tow. Before his 

•***■■, ... ,* [ ’V"" 4 * p** rt or hio living at Croon Bank by teaching 

r *'-r, t rr«at ,-,7 1 nn< * n Wooddoll family papers in the possession 
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r 

Taken f 
the 16 t 


StophRn rir.nrd, Dn to Oaeh 0 1? n 

Joh.'’ Sutlain, tn to Cash O 12 0 

in fro : thc Bv 0 ;<_it Doing a Ballance Due me from the Employers January 

16th, 1004. JoaR3 Cooper 


Jar -s Cooper rr.cl Nancy Agnes WooidcU were married at Green Bank on June 17, 
TAOS Sinco Nancy war still a minor, the marriage bond was made several days 
h*'ore the cercaony between James and her father, Joseph WooddeU, Green Bank 
vas still part of Bath County at that time and thus the following bond is on 
file at the Bath County courthouse, Warm Springs, Virginia: 

Enow til men by those presents that we, James Cooper and Joseph Wooddell 
are held and firmly bound unto John Page esq. Governor cf Virginia in the 
sue of one hundred and fifty dollars for the use cf the Commonwealth to 
which oayccnt >i]l and truly to be made to the said Governor or his succas- 
sers we bind ourselves our heirs executors & administrators jointly & sev¬ 
erally finuly by these presents scaled with our Seals and dated this 11th 
day of June, 1605. 

The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is 
shortly intended to be had ana Solen.i-.iaed a marriage between the above 
bo’md Jrmes Cooper and Nancy Wboddel of this County, row if there be no 
lawf:! cause to obstruct the said marriage then the above Obligation to be 
void else to remain in full force: 


Signed and Acknow. 
in presence of 
Chs L Francisco 


JAS C00P3R 

JOS WOODDFLL Seal 


Alter their marriage, James and Nancy settled near her father '3 homestead 
011 c is new called Cooper Run, a branch cf Deer Creek, at an ap— 

prexmat/ longitude of 79 48* 30" and north latitude of 33° 24’ 45", Over the 
7 * 4r! U J3 :'^f ac, > iired :cnside ^le land. Some of the boundaries of their land 
a deed ^o their son, Joseph, made shortly before James* death 


.V- ," ac ' nt 'f'° made Rnd entered into this nineteenth day of March in 

•‘‘ J 1‘ 01 our “■ rd ono thousand and eight hundred and forty five between 
°, ,, e County of Pocahontas and State of Virginia of the one 
v: * of the C° unt y and State aforesaid of the other 
t .„"' * ‘ f “ said Cooper for and in the consideration of 

d °nor8 to him in hand paid the receipt of Which 
' 'y ty him the said James Coooer hath bargained and cold 

«-: • - dc “h bargain and soli unto* the said Joseph W. Cooper 

r.r Ij- . v, f c ‘ e5n ® forev er the following certain tracts or parcels 

• “f'® 0 *' containing or.e hundred and fifteen acres deeded 

! ‘ ® nd Bot °y hio wife lying and being in the County of 

• • ® f oroonld on tho watoro of Door Creek and bounded as 

: '• j w ■r.r *° 0nk8 cornor Lo Coloman Conrad thence N, 60 W, 

. .... ' Corn g r to nd Conrad thence N. 73 W, AO poles to s 

. */ w p ilT * 50 w * 54 poles to 3 black pines St Boon Tallows ' 

• • . , * ' ‘ 1 *'7 tr ' Whito Oak and hicory thence S. 66 S. 96 

•r * .. 3 * 14 E. 36 polon to a pine andwhite C'k on the 

• • - ■ - *• “*> pol«’n to 2 Chestnuts thence N. 5 6 W. 109 

• 

** c j/'"’- - living seventy rive acrOo Deeded to ad Cooper 

1 m.I. , ' n io^in/ end being in the County and Strte 

. J * j “ 3 ao t iu, . , '“■’tfcol* Creek a br. noh of Greenbrier River and 

• t '• •- W.i ■- 'I 4 -': / * l J ■apljrr and rugar tree S. 90° E. *6 pd**® 

• - i : „.V. ,e * fl * IK «. 40 polee to 2 onples on * rid^e N. 

' - i 4 "I - X. 72 E. 66 poles to • large white oak N. 

'■* hickory on tho top of a hill E» 
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94 coles to 2 Beeches by a branch g. 11 E. 110 poles to a forked manle In 
l draft and down the eame to N. 83 W. 60 poles to 2 ironwoods N. 84° V/. 

204 poles to the Begining. 

Also another tract containing twenty acres adjoining the foregoing and 
Jacob Bible and bounded as follows to Wit. Begining at 2 ironwoods comer 
to Jacob Bible and the old tract thence S. 15 E. 30 poles to 2 pines on 
a hill Side S. 77° E. 83 poles to 2 white Oaks N. 25 E. 16 poles to a spruce 
pine N. 66 W. 26 poles to a Spruce pine N. 1£ W. 20 poles to a pine and 
white oak thence leaving sd Bibles line N. 83 V/. 70 poles to the Begining, 
Also another tract Containing Eighty acres deeded to sd Cooper & Jacob 
Dysart Thomas Lamb and his wife lying & being in the County and State afore¬ 
said on the waters of Deer Creek and bounded as follows to wit; Begining 
at a Sugar Tree and maple corner £o Kin. Lightner thence S. 88° E. 36 poles 
to a white oak and ironwood S. 75 E. 40 poles to 2 Maples on a ridge N. 

62° E. 32 poles to 2 white oaks N. 72° E. 68 poles to a large white oak N, 

28 W. 53 poles to a white Oak and hickory on a ridge N. 40° W, 58 poles 
to 2 white Oaks S. 72° W. 52 pole3 to white Oak S. 58° E. 14 poles to the 
Begining on the other tract containing fifteen acres and adjoining the afore- 
centioned tract and Deeded to sd Cooper by sd Dysart Lamb and wife. 

Another tract Containing fifteen acres and Deeded to sd Cooper by James 
lallman lying and being in the county and State aforesaid on the waters of 
-■eer Creek adjoining the lands of Solomon Conrad, Patrick Bruffy. and Boon 
Tallnan. 

Together with the appertainances belonging to sd tracts or parcels of 
t0 . the s °le use tod behoof of him the sd Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs 
&r-d assigns forever, and the said James Cooper for himself and his heirs doth 

agree the said Jose P h W - Co °P er ^ his heirs, that the 
sa^d Jc__s v^ooper and his heirs the said parcels of land with all the apper- 

M^Sr’or hereUnt °- be J- 0nging t0 the said Jose P h W * Co °P er tod his heirs and 
It aS& ^ st the Claim of hira the sa id Janes Cooper and his heirs 
‘ °.“J ier P er son or persons whatsoever will forever warrant and 

his n-*e a^af^vJ^M 601 ^ Janes Coo P er hath hereunto Subscribed 

and affixed has seal this day and year above written. 

p. v t _ Jas. Cooper Seal 

the e-iac"' in th» —'/ e Edwsrd Ervine & Wm. Arbogast Justices of 

tify ' \rlr j r ~ ur, ' v ’ fi foresaid in the State of Virginia do hereby Cer- 

ot y^r ;- la. r eper^ a part to a certain deed bearing date the 19th day 

f n " e3ted personally appeared before us in our 
* acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and de- 
-r tht c> r 1 tod desired to certify the sd acknowledgment to the 
r -:v' -..I r -ourt of Pocahontas in order that sd deed may be recorded 

• our hinds and Seals this 19 th day of March in the year 1845. 

Edward Ervine Seal 

Win. Arbogast Seal 

• ' • - 4 Nnn cy Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861) were the par- 
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ToTUlO, Green Bank, W. Va. 

M.-d ^December 0, 1081, near Tanner, Gilmer County, VJ. Va. 
Btriod on his farm on Jessie Run, near Tanner, W. Va. 

M r-ied March 8, 1836, Pocahontas County, to Julia Ann Whitman 
' (born September 28, 1817, Anthonys Creek, Greenbrier County, 
w . Va.—died September 20, 1903, near Tanner W. V.—buried 
beside her husband), daughter of George Whitman, Senior. 


504 


Nar.cy B. Cooper , „ 

Born July 29, 1812, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died March 3, 1885, Pocahontas County, W. Va. 
Place of burial not known. 

Unmarried 


505 


John Thomas Cooper 

Born November 28, 1814, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died April 9, 1878, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried October 31, 1850, near Fairmont, W. Va., to Louisa Lirpin 
Linn (born February 15, 1825, Linn’s Mills near Fairmont, W. Va. 
died February 11, 1916), daughter of Robert Linn III (1781—1834) 
& Catherine Lyon (1788-1856) 


506 


Margaret I. Cooper 

Bom February 11, 1819, Green 3ank, W. Va. 

Died January 25, 1895, Burnt House, Ritchie County, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Married March 12, 1844 to Enoch R. Hill (bom January 13, 1821— 
died August 6, 1896, Burnt House, W. Va.), son John Hill (1790- 
1885) & Keturah Cunningham ( - ). 


507 


Lucinda Cooper 

Bom March 1, 1821, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Died May 27, 1886, Green Bank, W. Va. 

3uried Arbovale, Pocahontas County, W. Va. 

Married December 21, 1843, Green Bank, W. Va., to John Alexander 
GiUaspie (bom December 22, 1815—died March 11, 1897, Green 
hank, W. Va.—buried Arbovale, W. Va.). 


5oe 


Joseph William Cooper 

Bom April 18, 1823, Green 3ank, W. Va. 
u 29 > 1898, Green Bank, W. Va. 

1^1 1 *I *rd W&j-vfi rV Ccmf't.orv rzr**nsr\ Deni, T.r 


' • ‘ '9 u<m in, w• va,—uunuu w 

!* Cond Jf *nuary 16, 1868, Bath County, Va., to Ha 
y 2rLoga n ^^^—died about i869), daughter of Henry S. Kaae 

5 lh J rd t0 »^ry E. Arbogaat (born 1845), daughter of Solcm 
oc **t 4 Haney Nottingham. 


** Vlr *‘nl. Cooper 

Pi +4 0r«cn Bank, W. Va. 

V " 1 *’'* 30* 1849, to Andrew «/. Kerr (bom 1023). 

tu __• . _ 


. -- ■ ■■■ mm • i-— 

““ vf WI«*H 1810 ».v.r»l lnwoulte arooe among the 

" r ly »<-> b»t*.« n Bvmo of the MeKe.ys and the cr.i 
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. Cooper ( -1781). These suits were engendered, apparently, because 

„ of the McKemy uncles had purchased or managed the property of James Cooper 
1781) after adopting one or two of his children, then died intestate, 
which”lcd to disputes between their own children and the adopted Cooper cousins. 
^ records pertaining to these suits can be found in the Augusta County court- 
Musc under "llcKamy vs. McKamy—O.S. 147; N. S. 51—Bill, no date" (abstracted 
in Gialkley, Vol. 2, pages 127-128) and "Coopers Heirs vs. McKamy—O.S. 212; N. 

75_Bill, May, 1809" (abstracted in Chalkley, Vol. II, page 167)« Judging 
by the abstracts, these papers might contain information about the various Cooper- 
McKcmy relationships, but I have not had an opportunity to visit the courthouse 
ct Staunton. However, I do have a photostatic copy of a letter by James Cooper 
(1780-1845) to Mr. & Mrs. James McKemy, which was submitted as evidence in the 
Cooper—McKemy case cited above: 


Dear Uncle & Aunt—These Comes to let you know that we are enjoying a 
Reasonable Degree of health at present and hope these may find you and your 
family in good health when they Come to your hand. 

I^have nothing material to inform you of at present only that I have 
Notify, Andrew Kenady to attend at Staunton at Garbers Tavern on the first 
day of the September District Court in order to Settle the Bond I have of my 
fathers on him and his Brother James, I wrote him to have the Bond he said 
he had against my Father (that is if there is any in being) or to have the 
money to pay it or I should enter suit against him as I could give him no 
longer Indulgence. 

I have some thoughts of going to Tenesee State this fall if I possibly 
Can—and wish you if it lies in your power to get me some mony as I shall 
stand in need of some to bear my expences—and also I want you or Some of 
you to be at Garbers on the day above mention, to meet Kenaday to see if he 
will have the Bond or money or what he intends to do and you will much oblige 
your Affectiate Nephew. 

Mr. James McKeaey ‘ James Cooper 

"• 3. please to write to Bearer July the 31st 1806 

Bath County 


„ e ? aipared handwriting of this letter, which is in the Cooper-McKemy 

the courthouse at Staunton, with samples of Janes Cooper’s hand¬ 
le- MosX ?oi c\ fa ®ily papers and there is no question but that the James 
J,-': 5 Green Bank was the son of the James Cooper ( -1781) and 

^khridge County. Other evidence supports this relationship: the 

v, ',r.f _onuain a letter from James McKemey in which he mentions going 

r? 7 G ? a ^ Rockbridge, on business for James Cooper; the oldest 
... X r (1730-1845) was Elizabeth McKemy Cooper; approximate years 
■*•••-U in Cm; . .... /. 8ib lings, calculated from adoption and apprenticeship 

J » 280), ore consistent with James’ known date of birth. 

O iinteresting bccauso James mentions the possibility 
r - r ; » • <>- , . y'-™c •« James was probably reared in the Mossy Creek area, 

r-y ‘r, . f ; ,s ‘ '’■‘rly yoaro in Tonnossoo; Chalkley’s abstract of 

.. • 1 r n ntntesi "Jnmoo Cooper and others of the Cooper 

: • • A thorough ox i t! nation of the papers in the Staunton 

■ t ' *y r«v.."l tho ban 1 b for this ntatement. Some of the McKemy 
•’•itn Worn from K.ww I*-....-_ 
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Woro rro " Knox County, Tenncnsoo. 

' • Jwn "» C'-oper ( 1780 - 10 /, 5 ) also nerved as a Bath County 
• An r-nriy nn l«oii, ho carried out court orders, «©- 
•* w «o<M«ll family papersi 

" r , B CWlao Donev.-n in said County farnor hath 
• v-., n Kathrwa one of tho Cocrnonwcalthi Justices 
I » • in »«l«i County and hath taken » Corporal oath .aat 
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w m nhArles Doneven is afraid John Mctehon in the Said County far- 

hC ^nd^wes ^Mahon the Seid John McMahon, son will beat him (wound maim 

nor ai.d bodily hurt) and hath therefore prayed surety of the 

* dU or d ?A hin the said John McMahon and Jame3 McMahon his son. 
peace against hto the said vo the name 0 f the Commonwealth to 

These \Zcrally that Mediately upon the receipt here of 

C ^U™he1*id John McMahon 'and James McMahon before me or some other 
^tlce^f the peace for the said County of Bath to find surety as well for 
Justice o • P the nexfc court to be holden for the said County 

«“fS r their keeping the peace in the mean tine towards Citisens of this 

s ys rrs t^Jr^r^eenth - 
ttz Hundred “ d ■ >«-» 

To Execute and Return 

,._ e3 ar-arently continued as constable for many years, since Price (pages 
10&-101) states concerning the formation of Pocahontas County from Ba.n Coun y. 

Affair 3 having so far progressed, the formation of a new county was 
cccted and due arrangementscade. A resolution to that effect wa ® 7 

the Virginia Legislature, March 1821 . . . One of the most memorable days 
in the social and civil history of Pocahontas County was the 5th day oS 
March, 1822, when the first court was held . . . James Cooper was appointed 
Constable for the Head of Greenbrier, with William Slaven and Samuel Hogsett 
as bendsaen. 


it r.is death in 1845, James was apparently still serving as constable, since 
r. r. vr.o served as his bondsmen had to settle obligations which he had no 
before his death, according to a receipt in the Wooddell papers: 

Red 1 Dec 1846 of James Wooddell the acct of Patrick Bruffey Sheriff 
cr rccanontas County for the sun of $13.78 & also for the sum of $9.OS 

- paid by the said James Wooddell as one of the securities of Janes 
V.-.;-r late Constable of Pocahontas County upon executions from the Super 

- ' -rt cf law & els, for Pocahontas County in favour of the Gov. vs. 

’ - -tv. his securities—said acct is now placed in my hands for the 
■ r collecting the amt. thereof by suit of the estate of sd Cooper. 

W. H. Terrill 


VeofeUll 


- - r r *r of the Virginia militia, according to a document in the 

**P*rB: 


•J, 


y Court or Enquiry held Tor the 127 Regiment of vir S^ ia 

' ’ of John Brndahawo in the County of Pocahontas on th 

- y-f Kovecber 1825. 

" »■ Cooper Trovont Martini to this Regiment be allowed 

1 / r-r Attending one Regimental and two Battalion Courts 
1 th« Pro'-nt year amounting in tho whole to $9. 

Joseph Mooro C.C.B. 


f i * »! In r .a were paid from fine money collect** 1 by ^ 

1 ' ,C| ’* •!of the above document, is tho following no 


»*r» t-j^: ! ' f County will pay tho within sum 

hi*« i owt of ony monpy In hlo heuxto Arising trem Mi 


John Baxter Col. Coexit. 
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• Also served as tho local assessor and one of the receipts he gave 

* brother-in-law is in the Wooddell papers: 

to hi® D1 

nines Wooddell to the Com? of the Revenue for Pocahontas County. 
l0 Storing by Divise two tracts of land on the land list 98 & 40 Acres 

5 land Devised by Joseph Wooddell., t r 

01 x Jas. Cooper Com. Rev. 

n,* year before his death, James prepared a will which was probated in De- 
and can be found in Pocahontas County will book 2, page 26^ 

Tn the name of God Amen. I, James Cooper of the County of Pocahontas 
«. heine week in body, but of sound mind end memory, and 

rlidwing the mortality of the Human 3ody, and knowing that it is appointed 
considering Will & Testament, Revokeing all 

VSato'(5 who gave it, my body to be Decently 

of my property both real and personal Cooper all my House 

hold lirkt^Furnit^fScept sutch as her^aughters has made ^claims, 

and then to be left to my Daughter ^nda provided she out LX of the 

the remainder of the Books to be equally ^^two cows and ten head 

Heirs, I also -will to my Wife NancyCooper, oneh ^ ^ 3etsjr M< 

cf Sleep, end the Bees for the use of the Zanily* ^ ^ ^ Bridle, 

Cooper or her Heirs, I will and T^'veTtwO cows that she 

her eqial proportion of Sheep, and one w v - ath to ^ Daughter Ma- 

clains as her own at this time), I also will - - roportion 0 f Sheep, 

linda one Horse Saddle and Bridle one cow and her eqpai propor ^ 

aio-. the sane to my Daughter Nancy 3., tae n au rhter lliza Virginia and t 

the sane to cy Daughter Lucinda, the same to my S- his e- 

=y son Joseph W. Cooper, I -will and bequeath one bay £f G mYS!ot Pouch, 
cr-al proportion of Sheep with his sisters, also imy - apertainances, 

^ Wttch. and wearing apperl, also my the Lifetime or 

all the Farming Utentials and Wind .'All» ® f his sister, 

of his mother or during the single her Life tim 

:r the above named J. W. Cooper men^ains his - -, e and wish to 

or rfidowhoed and his Sisters or 9ister while ^hey . t hey can to- 

* ‘' the Place with him, by them giveing hxn ^at as^ Bel Q VS d Wife, 

th,:r own support, aAd after the Death or Mentation, 

the " rriage or death of all my si£S- e terested Free holders 

Provided it brings what any three dis u«Hrs liv-ing on the 
“* -t - > -orth, the appraisers to be chosen b 7 the , He SL arebo be ap- 
''•‘'Uv.r.n at that tioo, provided they can agree, if ^ vc He 

•/ Court, and if my son J. W. Cooper complies with 

“ t - r ' hundred dollars out of tho price of Lands and 

»■• ••. slaters, nloo all my interest in tho Horn ‘ exclusive 

" ' on or belonging to the Fans »t thjtJjW ^ . f 

'• . "'ic'i,. Cun. Watch and Clonths, befor as abov 
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of th » price of sd. land when sold, and if sd. J. T. Cooper chooses he may 
have -he surveyors Instruments at Thirty Dollars out of sd. Fifty Dollars 
and to hevi the same any time after ray death. 

Lastly I constitute and Appoint my Beloved Wife Nancy Cooper and my 
son Joseph W. Cooper Executrix and Executor of this ray last Will and Test¬ 
ament. 

In Witness Whereof I have hereunto set my hand and seal this Thirty 
first day of August Eighteen Hundred and forty four and 69 th year of the 
Conconwealth. 

WITNESSES PRESENT Jas. Cooper Seal 

Boone Tallman 
John A. Gillaspie 
Jacob Bible 

I do not know whether any of the objects mentioned in James' will, includ¬ 
ing the family Eible, are still in existence. I have had some correspondence with 
one of the descendants of Joseph William Cooper, but he does not know of anyone 
who has family heirlooms or papers. Since none of James' descendants now live in 
Green Dank, most of this material was probably destroyed or widely scattered when 
the various Eoves took place. Since Malinda, who never married, was living with 
her sister, Eliza Virginia Cooper Kerr, and family in 1870, according to the 1870 
census, it may be that someone among the Andrew W. Kerr descendants has the family 
Bible and other objects. 


James Cooper died on November 8, 1815. His son, Joseph William Cooper, op¬ 
erated the family farm and supported his mother until her death on November 29> 
1861. During our brief visit to Green Bank in 1958, Mr. Hamed and I were unable 
to locate the graves of James and Nancy, but we did not have time to make exten¬ 
sive inquiries in the neighborhood or to search the old family homestead. 


Price (pages 476-479) has written a sketch entitled "James Cooper", which I 
reproduce in full, even though some of it duplicates my previous remarks, 
-ca-.se Price's book is not easy to obtain, particularly outside West Virginia: 


IXiring most of the 19th century the Cooper name has been familiar in 
r® 2 * 071, J^ues Cooper, the progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was 
nat.vc of Augusta County, and was reared in the Mossy Creek section of 

^° un *y* Having married Nancy Agnes Wooddell, he cane over with 
e^\». ' Us » ver y ea rly in the settlement of the upper section of our 
' , . ^ ^ up property now (1900) owned by Robert N. Gum, near 

to-.' known a s Piney Woods. They were the parents of four sons 

laughters. 

<w5 UMb * th ^P 01 * became Mrs. Woods, and settled at Greenhill, Highland 


4 * y,\; r Z { :CDao f!r8 * Enoch Hill fl nd lived in Ritchie County. Her 

,r ^’: became Mrs. Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio. Nannie became 
0nd llv «» ln Ritchie County. 

iter T’^ boc ' u w Mra. Andrew Kerr and lived near Dunmore. Her dau 

Waohlngton Hoover; Anne, now Mrs. Raymer Davis, n 
_- * ■■•rolSne. r,„w u— -....u. jj cr oon Willi*® 


t 


Ormijt,,',. “ ra ' Wnahington Hoover; Anne, now Mr: 

K* i ’ ' • now K**a. Ootowood Sutton, at Durbin. 

’ afU * Jo,u ‘ Krrr livca In Lewie County. 

" ■ 1 •' "r ... John Alnvitnflni* P.U1 ojtnlo. 


near 


Geo 


hielM. r ' * ,ia Jo,u ‘ Kerr livca in Lewie County, 

ci . Mrn. John Alexander Cillesple, Into of Green bank. 

j* • , ^ yler, Amoa, and Wire, tho three sons. Her daughters^ 

•r DwnMret lu- '**** 0*orgo Beverage; Rachel, now Mrs. BWf ****** * 
v .oii nou John L. Hudson, near Louise, Mary now Mrs. 

• Cooi.trV V'. U * r *’ U,u nA “°° of James Cooper's other two daughters. 

' r -»rrle.l in Marion County. Ho was a popular physic-"". 
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„ „ „ . Parkersburg and then at Claysville, where he 

He resided a number of years in Pai * school in Parkersburg. His son 

«M 1» 1878. HI. parkereburgand other points. Another 

jenes a foreman in machine shops at P Illinois, and there are three 

£!! Arthur, is a Presbyterian ^^^fwith the late Dr. Strather, of 
children deceased. Dr. Cooper re . d circles being a ruling elder of a 
Karo Springs. He was prominent in chur 

Parkersburg Presbyterian congregation. 0 f Greenbrier County. 

Janes Harvey Cooper married Juli daughters. The daughters were 

They were the parents of five sons • . a in reference to the sons 

Agnes who died in 1861, Julia Ann, and MJeoje^ ^ Confederate soldier 3. 
VC have this remarkable but sad record. / bafctle> John and Charles were 
Robert died in the war. cames lost. an arm battle near Fishers 

7zch severely wounded, and George was killed in 

Hill. . , . , T = lljE an Sutton, and lived near Greenbank 

Joseph W. Cooper married Rachel Talbm hterJ Rachel> George Clark, 

They were the parents of four sons Caivin. "in 1863 in the course of three 
Janes fmos, John William, and Ch<~rl ther h er daughter, and three 

weeks the dipthiretic scourge removed the^otn ^ ^ H£r .,. et Wade cf gath 

sons by death. J. W. Cooper • tbird marriage was with Mary Arbogast 

thl “ MM ’“ or thi5 " ar - 

rU£C ke writer would M 

Cooper for assistance rendered o notes under an apple tree, the ther 

rione°r would have been overlooked. a <s of 

JsmeJ^Cooper 1 s name appears in the organization of the 
the constables appointed. He served the public as magistrate, asse , 
teacher of schools. He was regarded with hign esteem for his member 

vated character in social and business relations. He was a p . 
cf the Liberty Church in the early history of that historic congregation,^ 
his influence was ever for good morals, intelligence, and refin 
ners, himself being a fine specimen of what is termed "a gentxeman o 
old school", and was noted for his polite and gracious manners, correc 
entertaining conversational powers. 

•ft are Indebted to Frice for the above sketch. However, some minor _ 

J . t* corrected. James Cooper was born in Rock bridge County and marr- * 

-/ cto Green Bank. James Harvey Cooper had eigh t sons, five o 

■» r ~ r rf soldiers, and three daughters. With regard to these Chi > 
y.tr'.f. v-.- rid rather than v;ounded, George was killed July 15, 1® 

- -• Oc.r.*.y, Virginia, rather than at Fishers Hill, and Agnes died in 

Yu W * 9 rL*, J f • 

' ■/. • • CHT-. MCLK3 OF THE SCOTCH-IRISH SETTLEMENT IN VIRGINIA. 

y "-‘ r , ViriilnUi Cf -onw. elth Printing Co., 1912-1913. Abstracts no. v 

' r 7 -' r ' rt r *-.eerds of Augusta County, 1745-1 800 - ••td/'tmta 

rric, jOllltt T. HLVKAICAL SKETCHES OP POCAHCNTAS COUNTY, VAST VIRGINIA. 

y*n\r.Um, K- Price Brothers, 1901. ,, .. Va . 

■' 1911. F.o poet Ally pngos 270-280. New 

‘ ' ' ’• ’ ■ 6 11, Mu. W.T VIRGINIA AND ITS PEOPLE. 3 Vol ^*i S4 

.**i« iu.t rleal Publishing Co., 1913. S«o Volume 3» P^* -8 9 J 


nw I h»y„ tov.,, J- —---j,, P« raons . 

•* *'■ ll »» history of tho rurally con obtain «y 

l Offf., flurlJn Wlv. ObsAln. Ohio. or fron the 

‘Ity Of Michigan. Arm Arbor. Michigan. 


ltn Collo^i Oborlln# ^ 
>n. Arm Arbor, Michigan. 





August 1959 

Minor revisions, April 1968 


. Ky Cooprr Relatives 

U5 p en dlcton Drive, Athens, Georgia 30601 

Pron: Dr. Homer C. Cooper, 

, es cooper (1780-18A5) & Nancy Agnes Wooddell 
Rc: K«r5fi6l) r8 married in 1805, of Augusta County, Virginia, and 

Pocahontas County, West Virginia. 


«*«„ naner will be concerned with James Cooper and his wife, Nancy Agnes 
Hooddcll tvTcf our ancestors of the sixth generation. Ky hope is that dia- 
tnbutir* this sketch will encourage you to send me additional material concern- 
inr thc*» two ancestors. Please make suggestions concerning corrections and ad¬ 
ditions' 'for I plan to revise this paper for inclusion in a brief history of our 
Cooper,’Wooddell, Whitman, and McKemy ancestors, which will be distributed among 
you vhen couplet-ed c 

As was the case vrith an earlier paper concerning Joseph Wooddell, a major 
source of information for this paper has been the Wooddell family papers, now in 
the possession of Mr. Forrest Wooddell of Green Bank, Pocahontas County, ’West 
Virginia. I am grateful to Mr. Wooddell for permission to copy and use this ma¬ 
terial. 7 am also deeply indebted to Mr. Rockford N. Named, a native of Green 
Esnk who now lives in Alexandria, Virginia, for introducing me to Mr. Wooddell 
t..i for sharing his extensive toowledge of the history and family relationships 
of Pocahontas County. Other valuable sources have been letters and conversations 
•-l.r. rc-iors of the family, Chalkley's abstracts, Price’s history, and the court¬ 
house records at Marlinton, Staunton, and Lexington. 

J ac-s Cooper (1730-1245) was born in Rockbridge County, Virginia on Jan- 
u; - • 1780, the youngest of the four children of Janies Cooper ( -1781) & 

Jamas' father died v/hen James was less than two years old and he 
v- r : .- . in the Messy Creek section of Augusta County, according to Price, 
i.'.-'-ih Cr.-ilkiey abstracts adoption papers for his two brothers, I found none for 
1 : ' Cr ’ : i3 ^ therefore most probable that James was reared by his mother, Jean 

- t the McKemy homestead near Mossy Creek. However, I have no direct 
ev.d«sc« to support this guess. 

-_’koddoll (17Q5-1845) was born in Augusta County, Virginia on 

1J ' the second child of Joseph Wooddell (1752-1854) and Elizabeth 

- _ -1820). 1 know nothing about her childhood. However, James 

.. ,n 't at the Mossy Creek Presbyterian Church, which was founded 

'•* fc °th the McKemy and Wooddell families were prominent. There 

1 . \ *- .,, ' ■ '■ nco that James and Nancy's mothei*s n3y have been sisters, 

* “ conclu8lv o evidenco about this possibility. 

» j V!*? \'l V‘® •Utenent of Prloo, which will bo quoted later, James and 

• • ■’ 1 both Iv)ved to Grocn Bank soon after 1800. I do not 

* ' • * 1 i* ‘o McKemy, his undo, or the Wooddell family 

' , ' ‘ ‘ ”t:K< ny U Joseph Wooddell wore granted land Jointly, 

(.' . , r 1 r, r.l«- party, with James Cooper In tow. Before his 

» i* ' Ia ' 1 of hln living at Oroen Bank by teaching 

In tho Wo< Id ell fiutly papers in tho possession 

C ,r Crown Bank 1 

**•] Cut Ul J IttltlK f-. _ , 

T : r<r «• icMii^ nchooli 

Cot .. 1 - . L 9 « 

t, ly * Ul ^ Cash 0 1 10 

•>«. a r*)'**' to Caeli 0 2 0 

< Dn to Canh 0 2 O 






Pace 2 


Stephen I'ir.ard, Dn to Cash 
John Cnttftin, En to Cash 


johix Gut lain, En to tasn w u 

from the B, o'x—it Being a Ballance Duo me from the Employers January 

the 16th, 1804. JeaRS Co °P 2r 


IPOS f-nc j auncy *' at mvj-w. » > ---o- - -u-^o 

before the ceremony between .Tames and her father, Joseph V7ooddell„ Groan Bank 
* pni -t of Bath County at that time and thus the following bond is on 

me at the Bath County courthouse. Warm Springs, Virginia: 

Know all men by those presents that v;e, James Coopor and Joseph V/ooddell 
are held and firmly bound unto John Page esq. Governor cf Virginia in the 
sun-, of one hundred and fifty dollars for the use cf the Commonwealth to 
vhieh payment will and truly to be made to the said Governor or hj.3 succes¬ 
sors we bind ourselves our heirs executors & administrators jointly & sev¬ 
erally firmly by these presents sealed with our Seals and dated this 11th 
day of June, 1805. 

The condition of the above obligation is such that whereas there is 
shortly intended to be had ana Solemnised a marriage between the above 
bound James Cooper and Nancy Woaddei of this County, row if there be no 
lewf 1 caucs to obstruct the said marriage then the above Obligation to be 
void else to remain in full force: 

Signed and Acknow. d JAs cocra 

in prf eencc of JO s W00DDELL Seal 

Cns L Francisco 

Aftsr their marriage, James and Nancy settled near her father*3 homestead 
cn a stream which is now called Cooper Run, a branch of Deer Creek, at on ap¬ 
proximate longitude of 79° 48* 30" and north latitude of 3® 24* 45". Over the 
years, v’::/ r acquired considerable land. Some of the boundaries of their land 
were sper-l/iad ir a deed to their son, Joseph, made shortly before James* death 
in 184$: 

This /.’.denture made end entered into this nineteenth day of March in 
the y-er of our Lord one thousand and eight hundred and forty five be-v.een 
Ja- Coopor of the County of Pocahontas and State of Virginia of thp one 
r- rt ami Joseph W. Cooper of the County and State aforesaid of the other 
prt, V/itncaseth that the said James Cooper for and in the consideration oi 
V.'- turn or one thousand dollars to him in hand paid the receipt of W»cn 
by acknowledged by him the said James Cooper hath bargained ana so 
»y Ih-st presents doth bargain and cell unto the said Joseph W. 

", he:/-3 ;■ .'1 assigns forever the following certain trr ^® ^deeded 

'. *•' V; ~t: tract containing or.e hundred and fifteen * . 

; ' i «*y -■ Lamb and Bctcy his wife lying and being in - ™ e , * 
.■ •''*d F.L.-tt.', aforooaid on the waters of Doer Creek and o --.- 0 


c ,* 1-11n.. r V. 111y five Hares 3e«*rd 
1 lv n lying and boiltg in tho Ktvor and 

■ r Cm: l C :t. !. c. b: iuh of C.r<'* >»• v o£> lfl9 to 
i t -J i -t. and m--r tree ’•* r xd^o N« 

t K. 40 2 V 1 ; Jo white oak K. 

- c •:' V . 73° K. ^,to, t0 0 VSu B. 

Lo V tOP ft _ 
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11 E. 110 poles to a forked maole in 


, o Hooches by a branch S. 11 E» 110 poles to a forked maple j 
o'd!Sn CS aiid down the same to N. 83° W. 60 poles to 2 ironwoods N. 84 b W.l 

204 lX i '1*1 th'cr' tract'containing twenty acres adjoining the foregoing and 

T,,„h mble and bounded as follows to Wit. Bggining at 2 ironwoods comer 
f Kcob Bible and the old tract thence S. 15° E. 30 poles to 2 pines on 
t0 )in side S 77^ E. 83 poles to 2 white Oaks N. 25 E. 16 poles to a spruce 
J.'” ,. (■(% v,\ 26 poles to a Spruce pine N. 15 W. 20 poles to a pine and 
white oak thence leaving sd Bibles line N. 83 W. 70 poles to the Begining. 

Also another tract Containing Eighty acres deeded to sd Cooper & Jacob 
Dj-sart Thomas Lamb and his wife lying & being in the County and State afore¬ 
said on the waters of Deer Creek and bounded as follows to wij; Begining 
at a Sugar Tree and made corner to Wm. Lightner thence S. 88 E. 36 poles 
to a white oak end ironwood S. 75 E. 40 poles to 2 Maples on a ridge N. 

62° E. 32 poles to 2 white oaks N. 72 E. 68 poles to a large white oak N. 

23° W.' 53 poles to a white Oak and hickory on a ridge Q N. 40 W. 58 poles 
to 2 white Oaks S. 72° W. 52 poles to white Oak S. 58 E, 14 poles to the 
Begining on the other tract containing fifteen acres and adjoining the afore¬ 
mentioned tract and Deeded to sd Cooper by sd Dysart Lamb and wife. 

Another tract Containing fifteen acres and Deeded to sd Cooper by James 
Tallman lying and being in the county and State aforesaid on the waters of 
Deer Creek adjoining the lands of Solomon Conrad, Patrick Bruffy, and Boon 
Tallman, 

Together with the appertainances belonging to sd tracts or parcels of 
land to the sole use and behoof of him the sd Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs 
end assigns forever, and the said James Cooper for himself and his heirs doth 
covenant and agree with the said Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs, that the 
said Janes Cooper and his heirs the said parcels of land with all the apper¬ 
tainances thereunto belonging to the said Joseph W. Cooper and his heirs and 
assigns forever against the Claim of him the said James Cooper and his heirs 
and all and every other person or persons whatsoever will forever warrant and 
defend, in Witness Whereof the Said Janies Cooper hath hereunto Subscribed 
his name and affixed his seal this day and year above written. 

Jas, Cooper Seal 

Pocahontas County to wit—We Edward Ervine & Vfin. Arbogast Justices of 
the peace in the County aforesaid in the State of Virginia do hereby Cer¬ 
tify ‘-hat James Cooper a part to a certain deed bearing date the 19th day 
of March 1345 and hereunto annexed personally appeared before us in our 
Cc.''.ty eforeeaid and acknowledged the same to be his act and deed and de- 
not to retract it end desired to certify the sd acknowledgment to the 
of the County Court of Pocahontas in order that sd deed may be recorded 
JiV ‘ • un ' J, -r our hands and Seals this 19th day of March in the year 1845. 

Edward Ervine Seal 

Wm. Arbogast Sea± 

fr”;' /";* & Nanc y ^ee Wcoddell (1785-1861) were the par- 

501 Kn “ ht ’ h (Betsy) McKenty Cooper 

'y 21, 1806, Croon Bank, W. Vn. 


rlA 

of burial 

1/, _ 

rl. j April i. 



) irrl 

li fV «... 

Horn Tx’ ' l _ 

Die 


rll 

Of tMlfiAT 1 


I ')l*i 1‘ocahuntnp County, W. V*\. 
»ot known. 
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«$03 James Harvey Cooper 

Bo *n July 30, 1810, Green Bank, W. Va. 

Wsd December 8, 1681, near Tanner, Gilmer County, »/. Va. 

Biried on his farm on Jessie Pain, near Tanner, W. Va, 

H rried March 6, 1836, Pocahontas County, to Julia Ann Whitman 
(born Sopteraber 28, 1817, Anthonys Creek, Greenbrier County 
W. Va.—died September 20, 1903, near Tanner W. V.—buried 
beside her husband), daughter of George Whitman, Senior. 

J04 Haney B. Cooper 

Born July 29, 1812, Green Bank, W. Va, 

Died March 3, 1835, Pocahontas County, 1/. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Unmarried 

505 John Thomas Cooper 

Bom November 28, 1814, Green Bank, V/. Va, 

Died April 9, 1878, Parkersburg, W. Va. 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried October 31, 185C, near Fairmont, U. Va., to Louisa Lirpin 
Linn (born February 15, 1825, Linn’s Mills near Fairmont, W. Va. 
died February 11, 1916), daughter of Robert Linn III (1781-1834) 
& Catherine Lyon (1788-1856) 

506 Margaret I. Cooper 

Bom February 11, 1819, Green Bank, V/. Va. 

Died January 25, 1895, Burnt House, Ritchie County, V/. Va, 

Place of burial not known. 

Harried March 12, 1844 to Enoch R. Hill (born January 13, 1821— 
?^ Ausust 6 > 1S96 > 3urnt H °use, W. Va.), son John Hill (1790- 
180 5; & Keturah Cunningham ( - ). 

507 Lucinda Cooper 

Bom March 1, 1821, Green Bank, W. Va. 
wjcd May 27, 1886, Green Bank, W. Va. 

.•wriC-d Arbovalc, Pocahontas County, W. Va, 

Dc-ce:.ibcr 21, 1843, Green Bank, W. Va,, to John Alexander 
Gtllfispie (born December 22, 1815—died March 11, 1897, Green 
v; * Va .—buried Arbovale, V, Va.), 

508 Joseph Willies, Cooper 

J 5 ?™ (- ; ' ril 18 > 182 3, Greon Bank, W. Va. 

;; '. f 11 1898 > Green Bank, W. Va. 

• • bftrvjck Cemetery, Green Bank, V/. Va. 

' ; • 1 W '/,7 to Rachel Tallman Sutton (born Octobor 21, 1322- 

,, , ,ly 1: '» I 863 , Croon Dank, V/. Va.—buried Arbovale, W. Va.} 

~ ’ r ' • January 16, 1868, Hath County, Vn., to Harriott A. 

‘ ' : d about I 869 ), daughter of Henry S. Wad® & 

■ • in-.id to Pry E. /rbognr.t (born 18/.5), daughter of Solomon 

eftot 4 jj 6ncy Holtlngh/un. 

^ Cooper 

D .ri ) 1 Orr.n lt-.uk, W. Vn. 

Jr L W. Vn. 

Tnl,i fcno ' ■ 

• l‘'4V, to Andrew w. Kerr (bom 10S0), 


Kricd frt 


1 10C 

f* 


*0 1810, aevernl ljwnult® nrooo *»ong the* var^ 

/ 1 I t „ of the HaK. y* tho C,lU< ‘ 





pf j«nes Cooper ( -17«D. These suits were engendered, apparently, because 

BC{n< . P f the McKemy uncles had purchased or managed the property of James CooLr 
/ ‘ _ 17 C 1 ) after adopting one or two of his children, then died intestate 

vhich led to disputes between their own children and the adopted Cooper counino 
The records pertaining to these suits can be found in the Augusta County court * 
house under "Mcfemy vs. McKaray— O.S. 147; N. S. 51—Bill, no date" (abstracted 
in Chalkley, Vol. 2, pages 127-128) and "Coopers Heirs vs. McKamy—O.S, 212- n 
s , 75—Bill, May, 1809" (abstracted in Chalkley, Vol. II, page 167)., Judging 
by the abstracts, these papers might contain information about the various Coo-> r- 
KcKcmy relationships, but I have not had an opportunity to visit the courthouse ~ 
at Stsunton. However, I do have a photostatic copy of a letter by James Cooper 
(1780-1845) to Mr. & Mrs. James McKemy, which was submitted as evidence in the 
Cooper—McKemy case cited above: 


Dear Uncle & Aunt—These Comes to let you know that we are enjoying a 
Reasonable Degree of health at present and hope these may find you and your 
family in good health when they Come to your hand, 

I^h&ve nothing material to inform you of at present only that I have 
Notify. Andrew Kenady to attend at Staunton at Garbers Tavern on the first 
day of the September District Court in order to Settle the Bond I have of my 
fathers on him and his Brother James, I wrote him to have the Bond he said 
he had against my Father (that is if there is any in being) or to have the 
coney to pay it or I should enter suit against him as I could give him no 
longer Indugence. 

I have some thoughts of going to Tenesee State this fall if I possibly 
Can—and wish you if it lies in your power to get me some mony as I shall 
stand in need of some to bear my expences—and also I want you or Some of 
you to be at Garbers on the day above mention, to meet Kenaday to see if he 
will have the Bond or money or what he intends to do and you will much oblige 
your Affectiate Nephew. 

Mr. James KcKemey James Cooper 

N. B. please to write to Bearer July the 31st 1606 

• Bath County 

I have compared the handwriting of this letter, which is in the Cooper-McKemy 
e r -:c- records in the courthouse at Staunton, with samples of James Cooper's hand- 
in the Wooddell family papers and there is no question but that the James 
i .' r , (*-730-1845) of Green Bank was the son of the James Cooper ( -1781) and 

r:' of Rockbridge County. Other evidence supports this relationship: the 
. ' . y-p'-rs contain a letter from James HcKemey in which he mentions going 

V* coun ty scat of Rockbridge, on business for James Cooper; the oldest 

'■* Cooper (1780-1845) was Elizabeth McKemy Cooper; approximate years 
C • - < rl° r ' oldcr siblings, calculated from adoption and apprenticeship 

*'< (i, 273; i f 260), are consistent with James' known date of birth. 


, . " /0vt ' l"ttor io also interesting because James mentions the 

. Though James was probably reared in the Mosc> 
\ . r J ‘ : ' v I rt r,, ‘ bin < arly years in Tennessee; Chalkley 'p at 


I tie. 


possibility 
lossy Creek area, 
_ abstract of 

■ j r.ult. j.'ij.erfs ulnton: "James Cooper and others of the Cooper 
Txiru-v ...» a thorough examination of the papers in the Staiin .on 
-1 probably rov.al tho baaia for thie otntcment. Some of the tcae-o 
n l -b. two aull.n wore from Knox County, Tennessee. 

. Jf> Coop' r (1760-18/,5) nlao served as a Path Coivi-i 
Ad early as 1608, he carried out court orders, 
Wooddell family papers: 

■V/hort r. aif.l l 00 Donovan in paid County 
*• r..r« uo V. mpr.on Math.wo ono of tho Coewonweniths Ju t 

I In raid County and hath tukon * Covfov* 


lit 


in 


th 


to wit. 


u 



. , the 3eid Charles Doneven is afraid John McMahon „ pa S e 6 

l- and Jaaice McMahon the Said John McMaho*** Sll^beat S 4 *, 00 ™ 1 * r ^~ 
ti ll or do him some bodily hurt) and hath therefor* ^ Vound nela 

^ce against him the Said John McMahon and So feSL of the 

^ These are therefore on behalf and in the^aL ^ 3 ° n * , 

Ooonand you jointly and severally that immediately uoon * t0 

you bring the Said John McMahon and James McMahon before me or so-e other 
justice of the peace for the said County of Bath to find surely as W eS Lr 
his personal appearance at the ne>± Court to be holden for the said Count? 
as for their Keeping the peace m the mean tke towards dtiiTcJ tSl 5 
Commonwealth ana chiefly towards the said Charles Doneven. 

Given under my hand and seal in the said Comity the fifteenth day of 
September one Thousand Eight Hundred and Eight, 

To Jair.es Cooper Constable Sampson Mathews Seal 

To Execute and Return 

Janes apparently continued as constable for many years, since Price (pages 
100-101) states concerning the formation of Pocahontas County from Bath County: 

Affairs having so far progressed, the formation of a new county was 
mooted and due arrangements cade. A resolution to that effect was passed by 
the Virginia Legislature, March 1821 , , . One of the most memorable days 
in the social and civil history of Pocahontas County was the 5th day of 
March, 1822, when the first court was held . . . James Cooper was appointed 
Constable for the Head of Greenbrier, with William Slaven and Samuel Hogsett 
as bondsmen. 

At his death in 1845, James was apparently still serving a3 constable, since 
the cen who served as his bondsmen had to settle obligations which he had not 
settled before his death, according to a receipt in the Wooddell papers: 

Red 1 Dec 1846 of James Wooddell the acct of Patrick Bruffey Sheriff 

of Pocahontas County for the sum of $13.7* & *1*° for 

coney paid by the said James Wooddell as one of * ® *** fron the Super- 
Cooper late Constable of Pocahontas County upon executions from tne oup 

ior Court of law & els. for Pocahontas County in ^ ^ ^ hands } or the 
ssic! Cooper & his securities—said acct is ' P cst ate of sd Coop0 r. 

Purpose of collecting the amt. thereof by suit^ Terrill 

fc**. was a n^ber of the Virginia aiUtia, accords to a decent in the 

F .p cre; 

. no7 Regiment of Virginia 

. At a Regimental Court of Enquiry h ?J L .^county of Pocahontas on the 
a t the House of John Bradshaws In the to 
•Ah day of November 1825. . Mart ial to this Regiment be allo^^ 

u °rd«rod that James Cooper Provo* ” JJJntal end two Battalion 
Dollars per day fer Attending one Reg ^ thg wholo to 
tt-U t|Ulry <lurin K the Present year amoun C Jopeph Moor e C.C.E. 

, d from fin® monGy ^llo-'dng notation: 

1 >y > Hi Lin allowances were paid £ cument i8 the folio. S 
' ‘ ‘ n l.h>; riwwr«. nido of the above _ . K u ne n»l- 


Pl* 


' Si .„ Kina vni- 

ir6 amriff of Pocnhontoa County *Arising from H 
. , Cooper ou t of any •» r Col> comclt. 



jane? also served as the local assessor and one of , . Pagc 7 

, hir , brother-in-law is in the Wooddell papers: h ' eipts he 6 ave 

1**39—James Wooddell to the Com? of the Revenue r— „ 

Dn to Entering by Divise two tracts of land 0 n the uli if IT 1* l ^A C ? Unty * 
of land Devised by Joseph Wooddell. he land llst 9S & *° Acres 

Jas. Cooper Coew Rev. 

fl,e year beforo his death, James prepared a will which was probated in De¬ 
cember l£45 and can be found in Pocahontas County vail book 2, page 265; 

In the name of God Amen. I, James Cooper of the County of Pocahontas 
and Sta*e o± Virginia being week in body, but of sound mind end memory, and 
considering the mortality of the Human Body, and knowing that it is appointed 
for all men once to die, do make this my last Will & Testament, Revokeing all 
others—First I Recommend my soul to God who gave it, my body to be Decently 
Earyed in a Christian like manner, and after my Burial expenses are paid, and 
all my other just debts are punctually paid, I Will and Bequeath the Ballance 
of ny property both real and personal in the form following: 

First, I will and bequeath to my beloved Wife Nancy Cooper all my House 
hold and Kitchen Furniture except sutch as her Daughters has made and claims, 
also the controle of my House and House hold during her life time or Widow¬ 
hood, her choise of two clocks, and my Family Bible during her life time, 
and then to be left to my Daughter Kalinda, provided she out lives her mother 
the remainder of the Books to be equally divided between the ballance of the 
Heirs, I also will to my V/ife Nancy Cooper, one Horse two cows and ten head 
cf Sheep, and the Bees for the use of the Fardly, To my Daughter Betsy M. 
Cocper or her Heirs, I will end bequeath, one Sorrel Mare Saddle and Bridle, 
her equal proportion of Sheep, and one cow (exclusive of two cows that she 
claims as her own at this time), I also will ana bequeath to my Daughter Ma- 
li-'-da one Horse Saddle and Bridle one cow and her equal proportion of Sheep, 
*l=o the same to my Daughter Nancy 3., the same to my Daughter Margaret I., 

«*> came to my Daughter Lucinda, the same to my Daughter Eliza Virginia and^t 
=7 eon Joseph VJ. Soper, I will and bequeath one bay ^oSch, 

- proportion of Sheep with his aist^Sjalsomy^ ^ it apertainonces, 
***, and wearing apperl, also my RU**t to*.**** ^ 

' - - -r.g all the Farming Utentiels and hi 1-11, ^ Qf J y of his sister. 

Of his mother or during th ® ]/ 0 ther during her Life tin 

r: ’■ v. •: 'A the above named J. W. Cooper men “ re-nain Single and wish to 

r ; r ' iv.’.ocd and his Sisters or sister wh assistance they can to- 

on the Place with him, by them giveing V r idov; nood of my Beloved Wife, 

• u, :r own support, and after the Death or Mo.* the Pl£n tation, 

• the r.-rriage or death of all tliree disinterested Free holders 

• ■ - cold. Provided it brings what ay three dis liveing on thc 

• . r-y it i /worth, the appraisers to 1 % not , they are to bo •?- 

' • * at that time, provided tj»®y ««» ^complies with the above. He 

' by Court, and if my son J. W. Coopei P f ^ land £nd an equal 

■ two hundred dollars out of in th0 Mountain ^%“£ usive 

'• *’ h Mr. r Iro, also all ® y ; fco the Farm at that ti * 

I ' " ‘V'v:™ is&W. 

. U «« if »>' ,,hou1 VI,II. Cooper, 1 iho Brill- 

1 





of tb’ pri«« of !!f, ‘ lnncl when Bold, m,d ir , p, „ 

have -lie surveyors Instruments at Thirty Ln* J * T ‘ c °oper chooses^* 8 
nnd to Lev i the emm any time after my Ld^ ° Ut of Cfi - Fifty Dollar?" 
Lastly 1 constitute and Aonoint I n , ’ xars 

»” J ‘ >5 ”‘ ,h W - Coopor and EXwrf'tSf* "T y Ct,0 P or wa «y 

ament. ‘' n18 my last Win ^,1 *>/. 

In Witness thereof I have hereunto u t_ 

« rst da: \.°; /ufiust Ei ^tcen Hundred and Tort? S ° nc ? f al th *s Thirty 
Ccmonwealth. iOJ ty foUr «nd 69th year of the 


WITNESSES PRESENT 
Boone Tnllrcan 
John A. Cillaspie 
Jacob Pible 


Jss. Cooper 


I do not know whether any of t.h» 

** the Bible are still in c^stL/ ThavetJ" JameS ' WiU > includ ~ 

«* f “ e d ? SC f da ? ts of Joseph William Cooler but ^ with 

has family hear looms or papers. Since nSS’ofrJj! ?°2® not k - now of anyone 
Grcm Bank, cost of this material was probablJ 2 descendfints n °” live in 

the various moves took place. Sinee M SSfwho ievI^f ^ ely scattered -hen 
her sister, mliza Virginia Cooper Kerr and never married, was living with 

census, it cay be that someeneLmong the AndJe^W^ J” 18 ?°’ accordi "S to the 1870 
Bible and other objects. £ todrew w « Ke rr descendants has the family 

Ja-cs Cooper died on November G ic,r u , 
frated the family farm and supported'hif^+hS J° se P h William Cooper, op- 

l:tl. During our brief visit to Green Bank in 1 J^ i:L ,. her death on November 29, 
tc locate the graves of James and Ma^y St we dS'n f\ Hame *. and 1 were unable 

■*" "***• /STS tit S ^ en - 

«W J: r .idM0 C S fln W !v ha f wri * t,!n a sket <* entitled "Janes Coeper", which I 

*=*. „TeL:“g r e - or t dupi i cates * ~ 

is not easy to obtain, particularly outside West Virginia: 

our m jeL° f r the 19tb century the Cooper name has been familiar in 

•- • live o' /JltatK the progenitor of the Cooper relationship, was 
great CoS ’ 8 »d was reared in the Moosy Creek section of 

-- 2ES? f “5* cd £"<* A ^ es Wo^en, he came over with 

r-,.j o' M y „ ly ln thc s ®ttlanent of the upper section of our 
, P propcrty nov/ (15°°) owned by Robert N. Gum, near 

fc. - ;c daughters?° Wn ** W ' >0ds * They wepe the P^ents of four sons 

Mii -.btth Cooper bocome Mrs. Woods, and settled at Greenhill, Highland 

; ct L' c;-. e Mru, Enoch Hill and lived in Ritchie County. Her 
• ; :i. b bccciv. Mrs. Fling, and lived at Flag, Ohio. Nannie became 

' ft. Fling, and lived in Ritchio County. 
f , / . , • r boca/10 V.m. Andrew Kerr and lived near Dunmore. Hei- dau- 

. ' ' to'• • Hr 0. V/aehlngton Hoovor; Anno, now Mrs. Jtnymor Davis, near 

j, . * ' 11 I in-, not/ Mrs. Gatewood Sutton, at Durbin. Her con William 






■id J0J1/1 Kerr liven in I.mvLb County. 

i i-.j, John Alexander Gilloapio, late of Graenbank. 
1 - , A/i ■ • # and Wine, the three none. Her da\i&htcrs 
e J-j... Grai'go Ficvorngo; Rachel, now Mrs. Henry Sheets, 

, n .u Hit. John L. Hudnon, near Louise, Kary now Jfc'O. 
rlha. 

tim n/yti.-f. of Janes Cooper'e other two daughters. 


died ln youth. 

a ** , ‘ b t , r kaitI c I l/i Karl on County. Ilo won » pojKilor |')iynioi*n. 




Cooper, McKeny, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell, 

Gothard, Wilson, & Patton Families 

of - 

Augusta & iiockbridge counties, Virginia 

York & Adams counties, Pennsylvania 

Blount, Knox, & itoane counties, Tennessee 

Focanontas, Gilmer, & Ritchie counties. West Virginia 

kayne County, Kentucky 

Vigo & Sullivan counties, Indiana 

York County, South Carolina 


V> 

*7 

C. Coopor 

J * 5 Ponaioton Orivo 

c *orgu 30601 


1, i V 6* 





McKemy, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell, Gothard, Wilson, & Patton 

, i« preparing a Cooper & McKemy family record and would appreciate 
concerning the Cooper, McKemy, Ferrell/Farrell, Wooddell, Gothard, 
i Patton families discussed below. 

James Cooper (died 1781) & wife Jean McKemy 

re especially interested in information about James Cooper (died 1781) and 
Jan McKemy his wife, who lived in Augusta County & Rockbridge County, Virginia, 
where James’ died in 1781. The will and estate records of James Cooper mention 
four children: 


1. John Cooper 

Bom about 1771-1772. Apprenticed as a tailor, 1785-1789, and followed 
the tailoring trade for several years afterward. We have documentary 
evidence that he was living in Blount County, Tennessee, in 1801 and 
1807, but no information as to whether he settled there permanently or 
married and had children. 


2. Nancy Agnes Cooper 

Born about 1775. Married after 1795 to William Gothard; settled in 
Georgia (where?); and had at least one son, John Cooper Gothard. 
Nancy Agnes died before 1809 and her brothers lost contact with her 

husband and son. 


3. Thomas Cooper 

Born about 1777. Adopted in 1793 by his uncle, James McKemy. Married 
March 7, 1798, Augusta County, Virginia, to Elizabeth Wilson, daughter 
of Robert Wilson. Mo further record of Thomas & Elizabeth. 

4. James Cooper (1780-1845) „ D . 

Born in Rockbridge County, Virginia, in 1780; settled at Green panKj_ 
formerly Bath County, Vir ginia, now P ocahontas County, 

ut 1802; and died at Green Bank in 1845- Married in 1805 to Nancy 
Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861), daughter of Lt. Joseph Wooddell U752- 
1334) of Green Bank. James & Nancy were my great-great-grandparents. 

I have considerable information about them and their children wni 
would be happy to share. 

no further information about James Cooper (died 1781) ana would particu 
-ike to know the names of his parents. We also would like to' 

- John, Nancy Agnes, and Thomas: their dates and places of birth, m » 

their spouses and children; and where they settled. 


McKemy & Ferrell/Farrell 

>'• 'my w«a the daughter of John McKemy (died 1789) of Augusta County, 

• >-r .th.r, James McKemy (born 1753), settled In Mount bounty, 

- --t 1787-1792 and applied for his Revolutionary War pens*™ Jean 
death or her first huaband, James Cooper l'* d ‘ not ’know 
u • d'.ring 1781-1787, to « Mr. Ferrell or Farrell. w do , . Ferre u 

' '•**- r>1 M, Ferrell (Ferrell), but suspect that he was the J h ^ 

eevnral ll«an when the ooUto of James Cooper was 80 

Je*n h „ vi> not fou|id ln all th# records we. have searched 

-**/ V. poaalbilllUa, neither conflnnad, have been: 

1 G—rgla, Deed book HH, ,»«*« no. "c<mia thjt *^°[^ 

** “ :r ” Je «* ““l* *«0 acres on Fishing Creek to . n9 

** XTW - hev. , w evidence that this John 4 Je™ «*• our 



u „ K „nv Ferroll/Farrell, Wooddell, Gothard, Wilson, & Patton 
Cooper, Hcarny, 

ld w eicomc any information you may have which would prove that 
they are or ore not our people. 


2 . 


■ hww v*** - 

, thi d w ife of'James Ferrell (1732-1808) of Brunswick, Mecklenburg, 
l 'burr and Halifax counties, Virginia, wa3 named either Jean or 
, cn ' ye have no evidence that his Jean or Jane was our Jean and 
^ld appreciate any information you may have about them. 

ld cer tainly be grateful for any data you may have about Jean and Mr. 
- n/Farrell Except for the two possibilities mentioned above, they 
seem to have -disappeared" from the records! 


William Cooper (died about 1796) of Pennsylvania 

K : Uiaa cooper of York & Adams counties, Pennsylvania, died about 1796. His 
daughter Eleanor married a McKemy and we suspect—but cannot prove—that 
W<Ui*n Cooper (died about 1796) was related in some way to James Cooper (died 
-Tgi) of Augusta & Rockbridge counties, Virginia. We think that William Cooper 
1 -ved in what is now the Mount Pleasant Township of Adams County, but have not 
located his grave. From Virginia courthouse and personal records—we have not 
searched Pennsylvania records—we know that William Cooper was married at least 
twice (but not the names of his wives) and had at least five children (but not 
the order of their births): 

1. James Cooper 

Lived in York County, Pennsylvariia. Died during 1796-1807. Had busi¬ 
ness relations with a man named Archer of Guilford County, North Caro¬ 
lina. 

2. William Cooper 

Living in 1808, but we do not know where. 

°Xo data*on him, unless he was the John Cooper in Roane County, Tennessee, 

in 1854. 

4. Eleanor Cooper . __ oat 

Married John McKemy (died about 1793), brother of my great-great-gre 
grandmother, Jean McKemy, wife of James Cooper (died 1781/ ^ ■ 

Ferrell /Farrell. Eleanor & John settled in Augusta County, Virgini . 


5- K«ry (Polly) Cooper 

Married Jacob Patton. 


Settled in Knox County, Tennessee. 


Ir.forxallon about William Cooper (died about 17.6) Cooper 

- .i, particularly whether he was related to tainly like 

r: of Augusta U Rockbridge counties, Virginia, we woul 

Uj from you. " 


Pinal Noto 


7W, 


Wc* want to 

* 4 ‘ h for *<iy tiPlp you may b» able* to £* v< ‘ lKl * * Patton data 

‘ / ;-r. FerreU/Tarrell, Wooddell, Oothiml. Wilson, frrtB the 

* /■ • It i .vr Mov, my current addrtaa «*»' * Univ«raity of 

* - Urrua, U«rlU» Col iage, Ob-rlln. Ohio, or Almrni Records. UU 

'•”**•* * Aruir. 


Wl 1. iv«At 


Homer C. Cooper 

U5 P«ndl* ton Driv " 

Athene. Oeorgi* 30o01 



January 1, 1969 

& HcKcmy Notos 

*** • McKem v information, relevant for our search but 

„ tevo additional Coop" r oI 0 ur presentation above, ehrch is 

easily pl»'° d f "uoSd by co«ments and questions, 
presented **». WU 178 l) sold a bare for thirty pounds to 

In 1775 > Jomos Co£>per v 

—’ IT™. -- —■ IZ'l'TwrZ: 1 ™ CfoipTSr 01 

r^nThi= 7 h 7 JiUi- Cooper sent by Xsaao Tay 


Kichard 


his 

X 

mark 


Magee 


«UiKB«AS FORT HAhDOLPH Lt “ rB “ 7 Jame3 Cooper (died 1781) paid the 

Kojate, ^‘a'Ub.ll, George Reeve, James loung, Mary 

Sto! Md Joseph thanks . aookPridge County sold to Thomas Cooper 

S for 200 € pounds, 102 acres on the forks of James River in 

rtockbridge County, Virginia. .... County sold to John Cooper 

in 1779, WUliam «^emy and^wife Ann of on Ker rs Creek. Witnesses: James 

of rtockbridge County, ^ McMat h. 

Cooper, William HcCampbel , egtate of James Cooper (died 

l n 1782, the inventory and aPP^ement sold ^ 1783j these Bibles 

1781; included two:THESE BIBLES TODAY? They may have 

were not included in the sale. 

important birth, marriage, and death oata. & piece of 

In the hand of John Mchemy, undatea ^ P^^T^Thos. Cooper.” The first 
W»r headed "The Estate of James CooperDeed. Giljnore for W m Cooper to 

item under the heaaing reads: To Casn pai 

order of Jas. Cooper." _ 


In 17e5, a piece of paper, the face side of which reads: 

QnmO r.at.t.le to M 


see of paper, the lace siae ftiah 

Gentlemen—If any of you can Spare Some f Q ' r the Value 

Let nLm have them upon my Acct. and take n ... your Bonds for 
he lUsceivoB them at and 1 will Cive f “ f hira , and he 

V'.e for I Owe him and cannot Get the money^f Compliance 

ar.re«a to take Some Cattle in part for what 1 Owe 
Will Oblldge Gcntln. yr. Hum. Servt. 

Leptr. 12th 1785 


John HcKcmy 


To rtenore. John Cooper, Thomas Coopor, 

Jo*- i/i Thtaspoon u Alexander Mchemy iditional statements, 

'• the reverpn side of thio MOM ploco ot paper are two a 
U* t.ist of which io« b»for* us 

of T't j.nnoeo // Hi It day Inubol la Gault two of the 

.. J John Tedrord and the 

. or :,«id County and made oath u ^ ^tration 

0* fifteen .hilling* iwcoltod for here • f Jaia0 B Cooper 

•*en 4 Jam-p n.he-y Mere, lor the hatato 

»• M4 n«»* Cooper 


John red ford 
Million Gault 







Fcoopcr & McKomy Notes 


January 1, 1969 


- * ho two statements on the reverse side reads: 

ivn second 01 vuu 

* . 11 1785_Received of Thomas Cooper five pounds 

September tho x '°' 

fifteen shiUinge. Seed, by » ^ ^ 


1787 - 1795 , a John Ferrell of Knox County & Hawkins County, Tennessee, 

"for several parcels of land recorded in Knox County deed books, 
deluding a grant by the State of North Carolina ("Copied from Book B, 

S e 89 Grant 275"). WAS THIS JOHN FEREELL THE SECOND HUSBAND OF JEAN McKEMY, 
SOW OF JAMES COOPER (died 1781)? 

On September 20, 1785, in Augusta County, Virginia, John Cooper, "Son to James 
Cooper Deed. ... and By the Consent of his Guardian John McKemy," was appren¬ 
ticed to Thomas Hinds, a tailor. The indenture was witnessed by Benjamin Norton 
John Middleton, and Eleanor Cooper. 

in 1792, Thomas Cooper and wife Isabella of Rockbridge County 3old to John 
Wilson, for 100 pounds, 100 acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

In 1796, John Cooper and wife Agnes of itockbridge County sold to Robert Piper, 
for 100 pounds, 90 acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia. 

Undated, in the hand of John McKemy: a paper headed "Thomas Cooper dr. To Jas. 
Cooper estate" includes "To Cash paid When Going to Pitts Burgh, five pounds" 
ana "To 1 Journey to Pennsylvania, three'pounds ten shillings." WHAT RELATIVES 
DID THOMAS COOPER (bom about 1777) HAVE IN PITTSBURGH AND PENNSYLVANIA? 

ir. 13C1, John Cooper ("heir to William Cooper, deceased") of Rockbridge County, 
rj.zrs* Graham and wife Elizabeth ("mother to said heir") of Rockbridge County, 
ar.c <i ill jam Youel of Augusta County sold to George Wilson, for 300 pounds, 240 
acres in Rockbridge County, Virginia, on Little Calf Pasture River. 

1811, m Blount County, Tennessee, Isabella Cooper and Agness Townsley 
.swerec questions, under oath, concerning when and how long John Cooper l° orn 
a -. -771) had lived in the household of his uncle, John McKemy, after the 
• at:, of his father, James Cooper (died 1781). Apparently John Cooper laved 

“■ McKemy household until June 178A. 

- . -14, n ..illiam Gothard was a grantee in Knox County, Tennessee, deeds ana 

.3.5 a «i. Liam Goddard & Jane S. Campbell were married in Knox County, v.ao 
*..-.1AM GOTHARD WHO WAS THE HUSBAND OF NANCY AGNES COOPER (bom aoout 
5; ..oc fore 1809), daughter of James Cooper (died 1781)? 

Comments and Questions 

' ■■■: .on above rainea many issues which are relevant for our search lor 

KcAejsy relationships. 

: j, m n have not had an opportunity to search for the 

•' ; " '' *’■ 1776; mUU records in Adum:. & York counties in 1 ennsj lvi a. * » 

■ - t. j _,ny of tho rolutionehips among persons pr«sent«< * 

' ‘ ' ;'V5. 1777. 1772-1779. ami 1779 data above, wo conclude that James^ 

'' W'HJ IjmI not only sons named John, Thomas, an» * m , ls - c tions) 

- n - " r *•» young to have boon involved in Jhooo wrlj ^ York 
• «r r«Utiv.! 8 , probably tho William Coopar rurally ol 
—v v..., ujr thoaa glvon nu»n. » 

- no: —.brta 4 . County data wu.lt that a William Coopor (dead by 





fr McKemy Notes 


January x, iy°7 


. nnart >r\tlv a widow Elizabeth whose second husband was 
^d a son John and appar J C00PER 0U H WILLIAM COOPER (died about 1796) 
Andrew CraJ^. JA5 0 lo pa||BILVAMIA? If yes , did WILLIAM DIE IN HOCK- 


Amin* Cra T;n,rc01JimK, PENNSYLVANIA? If yes, DID WILLIAM DIE IN I10CK- 
* *^^ 5 s£» COUNTY »THEK THAN ADA® Oil YORK COUNTY? 

BKllOt. “ ( born about 17?7) was living in Blount County, 

i; ,. vrently > tjLme hc wa3 about eight years old and the ward 

Tennessee, in 1/b>, ai ISABELLA RELATED TO THOMAS AND TO HIS FATHER, 

c: Isabella Cooper. WAS 15AB ELU COOPER OF BLOUNT COUNTY IN 1785 and 

■ "'“ J ISABELLA COOPER WHO WAS THE WIFE OF A THOMAS COOPER Dl ROCK- 

iS11 ““r In 1TO2’ If yes, HOW WAS HER HUSBAND THOMAS HELATED TO HER 

;:i‘S lS?c50PEk (bom about 1777)? 


- - 

.••• tv a il WAS AGNES TOWN SLY—in Blount Bounty in 1811—RELATED TO THE 

Soper and hcNEMY families? 


AwrM - -- 

. - 7ft c , n Meanor Cooper witnessed the indenture of John Cooper (born about 
" : 7 l 5 son Of James Cooper (died 1781) and ward of John McKemy. WAS SHE THE 

* C.OPER ViHO MARRIED JOHN McKEMY AND SURVIVED HIM? If yes, WAS THIS 

MAh.-.iAG£ A SECOND MARRIAGE FOR JOHN McKEMY? 


:haak you very much for your help. We are grateful for your assistance. 


Homer C. Cooper 
145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 


a; • ;■ irige in sy address can be obtained from the Alumni Office, Oberlin 

jberlin, Ohio, or Alumni Records, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor 
1 would be happy to hear from Cooper & McKemy families at any tune 

.. .ns and i are descended from James Cooper (1780-1845), youngest child 
v J«;an, and wife Nancy Agnes Wooddell (1785-1861) of G_reen_Bank^ 

- County, West Virginia. James & Nancy had nine chxlcren: u; 

H \\<—y Cooper (1806-1845), married 1844 to Samuel Wooos; s ®ttled 
-• ri.ghland County, Virginia. (2) Melinda Coo P e f 

• lived in Pocahontas County, West Virginia. James «arvey 

. . -.881;, married 1836 to Julia Ann Whitman (1817-1903;; 

r, r County, West Virginia; their son, Charies Sla-Yexis Cooper 

■ t. . , sy ^r .ndfather. (4) Nancy B. Cooper (1812-1SS5), 11 , 

- •- ; ..v* in iocahonUs County. (5) John Thomas Cooper (1614-18,*;, 

*-o Li rpin Linn (1825-1916); settled at Parkersburg, Wet 

•-/ y-ir.-.ret i. Cooper (1819-1895), married 16 U to Enoch R. Hx 
■’ . at Burnt House, Ritchie County, West Virsxnxa. 

' "‘6), marri-d 1843 to John Alexander Cillaspie Ki* ? 

■ ,vui- in Pocahontas County. (8) Joseph William. 

■ ■: .-.t, ;847 to Kachol TalLnon Sutton gTSo- 

* A. V..v',o (HH5-186VY); married 1 **) to Nary 

at (in-nn I'onfc in Pocahontas County, vvt 
- (.r.-, 1 YMJ), named 1*47 to Andrew W. kerr (bom 

*t Uuraurv it. J - aaonUUi County. 

f > J V. * 


*u.. 


’* aid K »«.y. or Wooddoll ‘‘bTgmtefUl 


"«*n.kn| uty of lliaoo fatal lie** 
•HU VO am. 



Cooper & HeKeray 

Homer C. Cooper 
145 Pendleton Drive 
Athens, Georgia 30601 

the above statement, I have learned from two other Cooper 
“"rehera t^whom 1 am much indebted, that Wayne County, Kentucky, and 
rTsuillvn counties, Indiana, are relevant: 

x- ***** 

iT^^ty.Vth ^oiina, ; .here c he op Ser,ed 5 « ! ai„ i 

™ a - ™°»“ ™ ” 0F 

Frederick cooper? 

2. James Cooper and wife Mary Werr were living in Blount 
„ tMr eon Alexander Cooper, was born in lSl/- in 

th^family moved^to^Sullivan County, Indiana; in 182t, ttay 

OT r ^“a&(Se5°1855)? Ur !S r «® "HERE WAS J " ES B ™ ? 

DID JAMES AND MARY HAVE OTHER CHILDREN? 

Several other miscellaneous notes seem worthy of inclusion in our summary 
of Cooper & KcKemy families: 

3. In 1795, James Cooper and wife Hannah of York County, WJ 6 , 
conveyed to John KcKemy of Augusta County, lrginia, f° r ^ bounty 
acres on both sides of the North River of "Shenan.to" County^ 

-i--r.esr.es: William KcKemy, Eleanor KcKemy, William Walker, J^. WAS 
JAMES COOPER THE JAMES COOPER (died during 1796-1807) WHO WAS A 
WILLIAM COOPER (died about 1796) OF PENNSYLVANIA? 

U. Evergreen Ccnetcry, Gettysburg, 

f raven of a Hannah Cooper (1756-1822), • orr ‘ (1818-1871). WAS HANNAH 

wivee Margaret & Elizabeth, and Martha Toot Cooper (1818 18/1;. 

GOOt-ui THE WIFE OF JAKES COOPrR? 

4. According to ft hietory of Pocahontas County, West Y^^o/ 0 * 1 " 

• -'«->• •■■■- (175K-1834) "married Mins Nancy McKamie, in the vi * WAS 

' l-fore moving from Augusta bounty_to ^ 0 ®‘ <urHTfc;R AGNES' MENTIONED 

NANCY AOKK- S McKKMY ? WAS SHE THE DAUGHTfcR ACNoS 
1*. V -Ia t> JOHN Hel«» (SSd 1789) OF AUGUSTA COUNTY, WHO AUO KaJ 
A CkAHtnai, JOHN BRADSHAW, IN HIS WILL? 

. - .v .-W nrrthnf.»*d in 


- - / Iij . VII.» 1 - if I an 

■„ Te. win „r .W, KcKeey, Sr., written 
■ * ■ . •. >•/. Virginia, 1-ft to wife ^cn ,: » and the folio ng half 

Jo,.- H.,, , lw w, : !-•» hi. father • plantation), Jon* 

Lrlrr plantation, conalotlng or moro than Thr 

• Ona clause etates. 

A,.in » l«. th- 1-w null raapactlng th» 

U aval, of N. Carolina, •^£J 1 ^fXfy hC2f hl » 
agr will u that my oon, should oatl"** 

tr«u,». w3 tt^w. end Ulvid. th« Ballaaao equally ** 
rest of my chlldrai. 


•f My 0. 
Hj 


WHAT DU 


UA COUNTY WA: 


TMX SITK Of THE SUIT? 




Cooper & McKemy 1 

6 The Old Providence Church cemetery in Rockbridge County, Virginia, 

these four graves, lying consecutively in the same row: Robert 
£££ (1738-1816); Susanna Cooper (17/.2-1817); John Cooper, died Kerch 1, 
5sr wih ve»r- aAd Margaret Cooper (l77A-l8/*7). I assume that John was 
L Robert & Susanna but, on the other hand, COULD HE HAVE BEEN THE 
wen *torn about 1771) WHO WAS THE SON OF JAMES COOPER (died 1781}? 

S other Cooper graves, some distance away, are in cemetery: Susan A 
K Cooper (1778-1838), wife of Joseph Cooperj and Robert Cooper (1805-18*0). 

7 I have an incomplete note about a John Cooper who was born in 1777, 
Rockbridge County, Virginia; died 1861, Blendon, Ohio; served in the War of 

S Craig. WHOSE SO! WAS HE? 

tppn pvp d friend found a connection between Cooper families 

*orK County, South Caroline: 

8 . The will of 

not determined), mentiono the est names wife Elizabeth and 

the -ill) in Tor* end Mary 

SSET “So® COOP^? 

This fa=ily is found again in thc will of ^deceased, Robert 

in York County, South Carolina, Sincehi® i rf ^e nary £ a 

left his estate to: John Cooper, a Kantuojj^ ^ 

brother in Georgia; Jiiliam Cooper, a b sister in Torkville, South 
a sister in Virginia; Elizabeth Davidson, a sister in ^ ^ ?ergu _ 

Carolina, to have the plantation where Peter Harri^l^^ powell of Virginia 
son of Kentucky, daughter oi bro-her John, ni J d her two children 

lighter of sister Mary Wallace;)^oper of Tennessee, sons 
of South Carolina; nephews Robert Cooper and J » £ ounty , South Carolina, 

cf brother William. Mentions his plantation m 
'where Stephen Belk lives." 




